FINANCE 370
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS FINANCE 

SPRING 2012
Instructor:

Dr.  Joe Greco  

Office:


Mihaylo Hall 5174
Office Phone:             657- 278-2375
e-mail/Home Page: 
jgreco@fullerton.edu/ business.fullerton.edu/finance/jgreco

Office Hours:  
TTH 10:00AM – 11:00AM;  And by appointment
Course Description:
Finance 370 studies the risk management strategies, actions and policies employed by the modern global and multinational corporations.  The teaching method will be mostly lecture-discussion with some problem solving in class group projects.  Beginning with an identification of the risk environment of international financial management, we then study the methods available to finance international operations and to mitigate exchange-rate exposure.  Next, we analyze the organization and dynamics of the foreign currency and foreign-currency derivative markets followed by a theoretical explanation of the determination of exchange rates.  We then examine the measurement and management of exchange-rate risk related to accounting and economic exposure for the MNC.  Next, we analyze international financial markets and the management of current assets.  The course concludes with a study of portfolio investment, political risk management, and the management of the multinational financial system.   In addition to international finance concepts, we will examine the ethical issues surrounding the Enron bankruptcy and the transformation of modern business over the last twenty years.  You will also learn the computational skills related to international financial transactions.  It is strongly recommended that you keep informed of international financial news by reading a current publication.
**
This is a blended course. Approximately one third of the classes will be online classes.  You do not attend class on dates scheduled for online class.  See class schedule for specific dates. 
Required Texts:
Foundations of Multinational Financial Management, Alan C. Shapiro, Atulya Sarin 6th edition, 2009, J. Wiley and Sons.


The Lexus and the Olive Tree, Thomas Friedman, 1999, Anchor Books.
You  are required to have a copy of both of the above texts.  You will need them to complete assignments, in-class work and exams.  Be prepared to use the Shapiro text in class starting week one.
Recommended Reading:  
The World is Flat:  A Short History of the 21st Century. Thomas Friedman, 2005 , Farrar, Straus, and Giroux  Books.




Supercapitalism, Robert B. Reich, 2007, Knopf
GRADING POLICY:
Assignments and Quizzes



 50




Exams (2 at 50pts. each)



100 

Final Exam (cumulative) 



100 

Total


250 points

At the discretion of the instructor, the final scores in the class may be curved.

EXTRA CREDIT


From time to time, extra credit will be available.  Extra credit points count the same as 


regular points.  ONE CONDITION:  In order for extra credit points earned to count 


in the final course grade, a student must pass the final exam with a score of 55 or better.

Assignments and Quizzes(50points)
From time to time there will be in-class as well as online assignments that you will turn in for credit.  Check Blackboard to see if there are assignments when you are not certain.  In addition, there will be random quizzes throughout the semester.
Exams ( 50 points each)

The two exams given during the semester are composed of 50 multiple-choice questions (use only scantron TEST FORM 288). Certain equations necessary for computation problems will be attached as an appendix to the exam. Your student ID, one scantron answer sheet, a standard calculator, and a number 2 lead pencil are required and the only items on your desk for all exams.  The use of the following are prohibited during the exam:

1. Any type of dictionary
2. Computers 
3. Graphing calculators
4. Audio devices (ipods, ipads, cassette players, etc.)
Leaving the room without the instructor’s permission during the exam for ANY reason is prohibited.  Doing so will result in an automatic F for the exam.      
Final Exam (100 points)

The final exam is cumulative and composed of 100 multiple-choice questions taken from all of the chapters covered during the semester.  You must take the final during the time assigned by the University for the class in which you have enrolled.  There will be no provision made to take finals at another time.  The passing score is 55 out of a possible 100 correct.
Final Exam Review (two-part)
A review of the most important and commonly questioned terms and concepts can be found on BlackBoard.

The above scale is based on no curve.  Each exam may be curved. Class participation and regular attendance are encouraged and may be used to raise a point value in the final grade evaluation if the student is border-line between two grades.

Make-Up Policy:


Since there are NO make-up exams, none will be arranged.  Exams may be postponed for the most serious of reasons on a case by case basis and only by prior arrangements with the instructor.  

Cell Phone Policy

All cell phones are to be turned OFF  (NOT ON VIBRATE AND NO TEXT MESSAGING) during the lecture and exams.  If your cell phone goes off during an exam and you attempt to answer, it may result in an F grade for the exam.

Class Etiquette
During the semester, class etiquette will be in force during the lectures.  Given the large size of the class, when you decide to leave for any reason then return, it is very distracting to everyone.  Once the lecture has begun, you are expected to remain in the classroom until the instructor ends the class.  

Netiquette

On the class black board site you will find the guidelines for using email to communicate with the instructor.  Pleases familiarize yourself with them.
Academic Honesty:

The Finance Department requires that students engaging in academic dishonesty receive a grade of F.  In addition, Department policy requires that all individuals engaging in academic dishonesty be reported to the Vice President of Student Affairs.  Academic dishonesty takes place whenever a student attempts to take credit for work that is not his/her own or violates test-taking rules.  Examples of academic dishonesty during exams include looking at other students’ work, passing answers to other students inside or outside of the classroom on exam days, or using unauthorized notes.  Every effort has been made to discourage violations.  If you observe undetected cheating taking place during exams, I encourage you to contact me after the exam (anonymously if you choose) with names or row numbers of the offenders.  Remember: Artificially inflated grades due to cheating make it less likely the exam will be curved!  Therefore, it is in your best interest and everyone who is behaving ethically to report academic dishonesty when you see it.
Office Hours

Regularly scheduled office hours are listed at the beginning of the syllabus.  If we both can find a mutually convenient time outside of the posted office hours, additional meetings will be scheduled.
Assessment Statement – 

One of the main purposes of the degree program at the College of Business & Economics (College) at Cal State Fullerton is to provide you with the knowledge and skills that prepare you for a successful career in business. In order to assist us in achieving this goal, we will use a number of assessment tools to track your progress throughout the College curriculum. Please expect to participate in College assessment activities in several of your courses while at CSU, Fullerton. As you do so, you will assist us in identifying our program’s strengths and weaknesses as well as areas for potential improvement. In other words, you are making an important investment in the value of your degree.

					       “With no curve”


GRADE		                          GPA	 	  % Range





A		=		4.0		90-100


B		=		3.0		80-89


C		=		2.0		70-79


D		=		1.0		60-69


F		=		0.0		less than 59
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