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Dear Alumni and Friends of the College,

This edition of CBE Connections chronicles great
happenings that continue at the College of Business and
Economics. In December 2006 we marked the placement
of the final steel beam atop Steven G. Mihaylo Hall and
celebrated the opening of Folino Drive. In addition,
alumnus Jim Woods ’67 was conferred with an Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, one of the highest
honors the University can bestow. Please browse the
magazine for stories and pictures commemorating these
and other milestone events.

A growing student body requires a growing faculty, so the
Fall 2006 semester brought 12 new full-time, tenure-track
faculty members to our College. Intellectual outreach
activities continue within our Centers of Excellence, and
individual faculty members continue to be involved with
research and service work that contribute to the economic
success of the region and beyond.

As the largest, nationally accredited undergraduate
business school in California, we prepare an unmatched
number of graduates for success in the workplace. To build
alumni pride and strengthen the sense of community
among graduates,   the College is about to launch our first-
ever campaign to establish the brand image of the College.
A key part of the media campaign includes ads that feature
College alumni who have experienced career success or
had an important impact on our region. 

Through education, research and outreach, we are striving
to realize our vision for the College to be the choice of
southern California’s businesses and government for
college graduates, business solutions and professional
development. My heartfelt thanks to all who serve as
ambassadors of our programs and are involved in this
exciting endeavor!

VISION STATEMENT
WE WILL BE THE CHOICE OF

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S BUSINESSES

AND GOVERNMENTS FOR COLLEGE

GRADUATES, BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

MISSION STATEMENT 
WE CREATE AND APPLY KNOWLEDGE

THAT TRANSFORMS STUDENT LIVES,

DEVELOPS BUSINESS LEADERS WHO

SHAPE THE REGIONAL ECONOMY AND

ADVANCES THE INTELLECTUAL

CAPITAL OF OUR DIVERSE REGION.
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U.S. Bank Sponsors 
the 12th Annual 

Economic Forecast
More than 700 executives and alumni came to see what was
in store for our economy at the Fall 2006 Economics
Forecast Conference presented by Cal State Fullerton’s
College of Business and Economics and the Orange County
Business Council.

The U.S. economy was forecasted to experience slower GDP
growth (2.7 percent in both 2007 and 2008 compared to 3.3
percent in 2006). This will lead to slow employment growth
in Orange County (OC Payroll: 1 percent increase in 2006);
and a housing market slowdown, according to Anil Puri,
dean of the College of Business and Economics and co-
director of the Institute for Economic and Environmental
Studies.

This was Puri’s 12th annual forecast for Orange County,
Southern California and the nation. Richard Davis ’83,
president and chief executive officer of U.S. Bancorp, also
offered a well-received economic perspective.  All attendees
were given the Economic Forecast Report, prepared annually
by the College’s Institute for Economic and Environmental
Studies, one of the most highly recognized centers of
research in Southern California.

Title Sponsor: U.S. Bank

Forecast Sponsors: California Bank & Trust, Capital Pacific
Homes, Chevron, Client Advocate Network and Southern
California Edison

Media Sponsor: 89.3 KPCC/Southern California Public Radio

Platinum Sponsors: Boeing and the OC Workforce
Investment Board

Planning Committee: Co-Chairs Greg Arbues, Client
Advocate Network, and Gary Green, California Bank &
Trust; Hugh Christensen, HBLA Certified Public Accountants;
Paul Green, National City Professional Services Finance;
Steven Hocking, Merrill Lynch;  Robert Louvar, California
Bank & Trust; Vi Pham, Small Business Development Center;
and Peter Santora, Korn/Ferry International.

BUSINESS SUCCESS DISCUSSED AT
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL BREAKFAST

The College’s Executive Council recently held a breakfast featuring
speakers Paul Folino, executive chairman of Emulex; Ron Hill,
president/CEO of Hill Brothers Chemical and Jim Hensman, president
of Cal-Therm Corp. Each speaker presented his perspective on
“Insights into the Dynamics of Business Success.” Each speaker is also
involved with one of the College’s Centers of Excellence: Folino,
Center for Corporate Reporting and Governance; Hill, Family
Business Council; and Hensman, Center for Entrepreneurship.

Breakfast attendees included (l-r): Greg Arbues, Client Advocate Network;
Ron Hill; Jim Stephen, Mellon; Paul Folino; Executive Council President
Boris Bugarski, mUrgent; and Scott Coler, Capital Pacific Homes.
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CENTER FOR CORPORATE REPORTING AND GOVERNANCE

The Center for Corporate Reporting and Governance
(CCRG), led by Accounting Professor Vivek Mande, hosted
officials from the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC),
Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB), and the Public
Company Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB) at the
Center’s 5th annual SEC Financial Reporting Conference.
More than 300 professionals heard keynote speakers share
their vision for improving corporate reporting and
governance. The regulators addressed the important issue of
the implementation costs of Sarbanes-Oxley, and the effect
of Sarbanes-Oxley on small firms. Moderated by the
managing partners of Orange County accounting firms, the
discussions focused on upcoming changes in regulations for
reducing the cost burden, and a roadmap for Sarbanes-Oxley
implementation in future years. The speakers also addressed
the controversial issue of backdating stock options and “fact
patterns” that could lead to potential enforcement action by
the Securities and Exchange Commission.

“The CCRG conference has quickly grown to be one of the
premier conferences in Orange County, and provides a
regular forum for public company officers and advisors to
hear from and talk to authoritative sources,” said Wayne
Pinnell, CPA for Haskell & White LLP. 

Kayla Gillian and Greg Fletcher of PCAOB discussed
auditing standards Nos. 2 and 4, independence and
tax service rules, timing of stock option grants, audit
practice alerts and standard setting agenda. Carol
Stacey of the SEC covered rulemaking activities, periodic
reviews, current accounting, disclosure and reporting issues.
Lawrence Smith of FASB spoke about postretirement benefit
obligations, fair value measurements, application and
implementation issues, income tax uncertainties, and
financial instrument projects and issues. 

Feedback received about the conference was extremely
positive and highly supportive of the Center’s mission to
train and educate corporate boards, accounting
professionals and investors on topics relating to ethics,
accountability, reporting and governance.
http://business.fullerton.edu/centers/ccrg/

CENTER FOR ECONOMIC EDUCATION

A landmark event took place on December 4th when the
Center for Economic Education was awarded a five-year
affiliation status from the National Council on Economic
Education (NCEE). This truly is an honor as most centers in
good standing are awarded this status every three years.
Five year affiliations are rare. “It is a remarkable
achievement for the Center,” stated Chiara Gratton-Lavoie,
director of the Center. 

Accepting the 5-year affiliation certificate for the Council on Economic
Education are (l-r): Dean Anil Puri; Barbara Sideri, Administrative
Coordinator; Chiara Gratton-Lavoie, Center Director; Jim Harkins,
Executive Director for the CA Council on Economic Education; and
Morteza Rahmatian, Chair of the Economics Department.

NCEE is a nationwide network that promotes economic
literacy with students and their teachers, and its mission is to
help students develop real-life skills they need to succeed.
They award affiliation status to campus centers based on their
service to the economic education needs of their area.

The Center will move forward in providing economic
education services to improve the level of economic
understanding in grades K-12, to institutions of
higher education and to the surrounding community.

Each semester high school students attend an 11-week
stock simulation and teachers attend consultations 

and workshops.
http://business.fullerton.edu/centers/econcenter/

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF EMERGING MARKETS

The Center, directed by Joseph Greco, is conducting a study
supported by the U.S. Department of Education that
examines foreign outsourcing and what it means for area
businesses. Currently, the Center is halfway through the first
year of the three-year project entitled, “Confronting
Outsourcing by Your Competition,” with the first set of
results available this May.

Greco states that “Foreign outsourcing has emerged as one
of the most compelling, important and misunderstood issues
in business today.” Much of the misperceptions that business
people and the general public have about outsourcing are
due to their lack of knowledge on the subject. As a result,
the Center will develop materials on outsourcing and make
them available online so that business leaders, students and
faculty can access the information. 

CBE x C E N T E R S  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S
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The Center is also working on a study that will be conducted
annually with Southern California firms, particularly
members of the American Electronics Association of Orange
County, to establish what its members know about
outsourcing, how many companies are outsourcing and why.
http://cbeweb-1.fullerton.edu/centers/csefm/

CENTER FOR STUDY OF ECONOMICS 
OF AGING AND HEALTH

The Center for Study of Economics of Aging and Health held
two forums that were well-received and well-attended by
students and faculty. The October forum addressed the timely
issue of adolescent at-risk behavior. Presenters informed
students of the impact of peer pressure on at-risk behavior
(particularly sexual behavior) among college students.

In November, the Center organized a panel discussion on
aging, retirement and social security and how these relate to
college students. After the panel discussion, the floor was
opened for questions. Students wanted to know if Social
Security was going to run out and wanted advice on planning
for their retirement. More than 100 students and faculty from
Gerontology, Finance and Economics attended the forum.

“Through these forums we hope to raise awareness of the
economics of health, promote courses related to this
topic and generate dialog across disciplines,” said
Davina Ling, director of the Center. 
http://business.fullerton.edu/centers/econ%5Faging/

CENTER FOR INSURANCE STUDIES

The Center for Insurance Studies launched an endowment
campaign to raise $5 million. The Center, directed by Weili
Lu, is set to raise a $2 million endowment for naming the
Center, a $2 million program endowment for ongoing
support of the Center’s programs and $1 million to fund
start-up funding for new programs.

The insurance programs in the College are growing
exponentially each semester. It is predicted that the
demand for these courses will double in the next
three to five years, resulting in an even greater need
for relevant insurance education. Additionally,
businesses are seeking out graduates trained for
corporate jobs such as actuaries and risk
managers, and for small agencies or
brokers. 

Private gifts to the Center will expand
the boundaries of knowledge for
students and make their dreams of
higher education come true.
Contributions help attract and retain
outstanding faculty, utilize cutting

edge technology, and facilitate programs that improve the
quality of learning.
http://business.fullerton.edu/centers/cis/ 

FAMILY BUSINESS COUNCIL

At a function presented by the Family Business Council and
the Orange County Business Journal, 63 family-owned
companies competed for the annual Family Owned Business
Awards. Honored were Mission Viejo Glass (Small Business
Award); Rohl, LLC (Mid-Sized Business Award); Nature’s Best
(Large Business Award); Preferred Hotel Group (Up &
Coming Award); and Robert Mayer Corp. (Longevity
Award). All winners received a free one-year’s membership
in the Council.

When asked about the importance of the event, Mike
Trueblood, director of the Council stated, “Now in our 7th
year, we are proud because it calls much-needed attention
to the important contribution that family businesses make
to the economy of Orange County. It was a banner year for
the event in that more family businesses were nominated in
2006 than in any previous year. It made the judging and
selection much more difficult, yet fulfilling.” Stay tuned for
this year’s luncheon on Thursday, November 1, 2007, again

at the Hyatt Regency Irvine. If you would like to
nominate a small, medium, or large family business,
please contact Robbin Bretzing at (714) 278-4182 or
rbretzing@fullerton.edu.

[l-r] Mike Trueblood, Director of the College’s Family Business
Council; Keynote Speaker Tony Moiso, Chairman and CEO of

Rancho Mission Viejo; and Anil Puri, College Dean
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The College is proud to announce Samuel Yang, associate
professor of Information Systems & Decision Sciences (ISDS),
as the Outstanding Faculty member for 2006. Awarded by
the College’s Executive Council, Yang was recognized for his
dedication to keeping students current on
the constant changes in technology and
his commitment and enthusiasm to
improving student access to state-of-the-
art technology. The professor says he
enjoys teaching, researching and serving
the College, and states, “I am both excited
and humbled by this award. There are
many distinguished faculty members in the
College of Business and Economics, and I
am pleased to be a part of this excellent
college.”

Yang makes it a point to continually
augment the courses he teaches to keep
up with the latest advancements in the
field, and he developed two new courses
being taught in the ISDS department. He
also teaches a course in the ISDS
department’s new online Master of
Science in IT program and serves on the
program’s steering committee. Students consistently provide
Yang with positive feedback regarding his teaching.

As the ISDS internship coordinator and career path advisor,
Yang plays an important part in helping students choose the
right career. They benefit from his knowledge and extensive
research in telecommunications management and

networking, along with his area of
specialty, wireless communication. 

Members of the Executive Council awards
committee expressed the difficulty of
selecting just one from among many
talented and dedicated faculty nominees. To
quote the Council’s letter to Yang informing
him of his award, “As the recipient of the
Outstanding Faculty Award for 2006, you
represent the finest in educational
excellence that is offered by the College of
Business and Economics at Cal State
Fullerton, and we thank you and salute
you!” The members of the Council’s
selection committee were Boris Bugarski
’97, mUrgent Corporation; Tim Clark ’71,
’78, Westbay Solutions Group; and Gary
Crouch, Link, Murrel & Co. 

Through the generosity of the Executive
Council, the Outstanding Faculty Award includes a $3,500
cash prize and one-year use of a new Sonata, courtesy of
Hyundai Motors of America.

FACULTYK E E P I N G  U P  W I T H
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CBE x F A C U L T Y  G R O W T H  &  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S

DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT

Sharon Purkiss, Treena Gillespie and Tom Mayes are the recipients of the
College’s Scholar Award for Fall 2006. This award is given for the best peer-reviewed
publication over the past six months. Their article, “Implicit Sources of Bias in
Employment Interview Judgments and Decisions,” appeared in Organizational
Behavior and Human Decision Processes. A faculty review committee representing
all six departments chose the winning paper.

Management was also busy this past fall welcoming four new tenure track faculty,
Assistant Professors Dmitry Khanin, David Leibsohn, Raj Mahto and Paula
Silva. Khanin earned his Ph. D. in Philosophy and Strategic Management at the
University of Maryland. His research interests include organizational behavior,
strategic management and entrepreneurship. Leibsohn earned his Ph.D. in
Corporate Strategy and International Business from the University of Michigan.
Business strategy and international business are his primary research interests.
Mahto’s areas of expertise include management of high technology, ventures and
family/small business. He earned his Ph.D. in Management from the University of
Memphis. Silva received her Ph.D. in Business Administration from the University of

Outstanding Faculty Member Samuel Yang

THE COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

AND ECONOMICS HAS THE

DISTINCTION OF

MAINTAINING TWO AACSB

ACCREDITATIONS: ONE FOR

THE COLLEGE AND ONE FOR

OUR ACCOUNTING PROGRAM.

AACSB
ACCREDITED
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Florida, and her research interests
include top management
compensation and decision-making.

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

Denise Stanley is in Honduras as a
Fulbright Scholar, researching why
immigrants leave home, the impact of
their departure and how their
remittances home are used. “I will be
mainly looking at the economic growth
impacts,” said Stanley. For example, she
asks, “Can having people immigrate to
the U.S. and sending remittances to their
families be good strategy for long-term
growth?” During her six-month stay,
Stanley will work with members of the
Latin American Postgraduate School
Work Program at National Autonomous
University of Honduras and teach a
course on social economic indicators.

Jane Hall and Victor Brajer researched
the effects and costs of air pollution in
the San Joaquin Valley. Their study
results found that air pollution costs the
region about $3 billion a year and is
responsible for chronic illness,
hospitalization and premature deaths.
Hall and Brajer conclude that if this issue
is not addressed immediately the
problem will become much worse.

Davina Ling just returned from a four-
week stay in China where she explored
how “relative income” can affect the
health of the Chinese. The results were
not always favorable, particularly for
children and the elderly. “As the Chinese
are growing richer, they are changing
their patterns of consumption and
behaving in certain ways for the status
value, such as buying expensive
vacations or high-end merchandise,”
states Ling.

Joining the Economics department in Fall
2006 were Assistant Professors Naoko
Akashi and Emmanuel Lartey. Akashi
received her Ph.D. in Economics from the
University of Virginia. Applied
microeconomics, labor and health
economics, and industrial organization
are her primary research interests. Lartey
earned his Ph.D. in Economics from
Boston College, and his areas of expertise
include international macroeconomics
and monetary economics. 

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION
SYSTEMS AND DECISION SCIENCES 

Barry Pasternack, chair and professor
of the ISDS department, was named the
new vice chair of the Statewide
Academic Senate. Pasternack has served
on the University’s Academic Senate
since 1989 and the Statewide Senate
since 1996. 

Starting with the 2006-07 academic year,
the ISDS department welcomed Associate
Professor Sagnika Sen. Sen received her
Ph.D. in Business Administration from
Arizona State University. Her vast array of
research interests include service level
agreements for information technology
outsourcing, contract formulation,
incentive design and pricing, decision
support systems and interoperability
issues in heterogeneous systems. 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

Michael LaCour-Little was recognized
as a Fellow of the Weimer School of
Advanced Studies in Real Estate and
Land Economics by the Homer Hoyt
Advanced Studies Institute (ASI). This
honor is evidence of the high regard in
which colleagues hold LaCour-Little.
After more than 25 years of service, 
ASI’s mission continues to be the

improvement of real estate decisions
through scholarship and professional
development of academic leadership. 

Finance continued to enjoy its growth in
both students and faculty into the Fall
2006 semester. Mehmet Akbulut and
Yue Laura Liu joined the department as
associate professors and Chris Pirinsky
joined as professor. Akbulut earned his
Ph.D. in Finance from the University of
Southern California, and his research
interests include corporate finance,
mergers and acquisitions, insider trading
and internal capital markets. Liu received
her Ph.D. in Finance from the University
of Oregon. Her research focus includes
corporate finance, institutional investors
and corporate government. Pirinsky’s
areas of expertise include investments,
behavioral finance and capital-raising.
He earned his Ph.D. in Finance from
Ohio State University.

DEPARTMENTS OF ACCOUNTING 
AND MARKETING 

Also arriving this past fall were Kathleen
Wright, professor of Accounting, and
Susan Cadwallader, associate
professor of Marketing. Wright received
her MBA in taxation from New York
University and LLM in Taxation from
Golden Gate University Law School.
Wright’s areas of expertise are tax law
and regulations. Cadwallader received
her Ph.D. in Business Management from
Arizona State University, and she counts
infusion of technology in the service
encounter from employee and customer
perspectives and adoption of change as
her areas of expertise. 

FACULTYC O N T I N U E D
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CBE x H O N O R I N G  O U T S T A N D I N G  B U S I N E S S  L E A D E R S

Debra F. Luther ’80 is the president of Exceptional
Restaurant Company (ERC), the largest franchise for Taco Bell
Corporation in the Atlanta, Georgia market. ERC has been listed
as one of the top 25 largest woman-owned companies in
Atlanta. Debra sits on the Taco Bell Corporation’s Franchise
Advisory Board which represents approximately 300 franchisees
nationally. In addition, she serves as VP of the Taco Bell Atlanta
Marketing Association and helped raise more than $250,000
for local Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs.
Debra keeps ties to the College 
as a member of the Alumni
Association and by her attendance
at chapter events in New York
and Atlanta. Moreover, she is
now a donor to the College’s new
home, Steven G. Mihaylo Hall. 

Scott T. O’Brien ’77 is the
president of Armor Holdings
Group, a premier brand and
leading manufacturer of law
enforcement equipment and
automotive original equipment

manufacturer accessories. Scott quickly moved up the corporate
ladder from VP of the Body Armor Division to VP of
Manufacturing to VP of Operations to president and chief
operating officer. Scott was instrumental in the development of
the company’s global body armor and duty gear businesses. He
serves on the College’s Dean’s Advisory Board, is a member of
the Young President’s Organization, chairman emeritus of the
Toyota Motor Sales Supplier Alliance, and Guest Lecture Series

speaker for the University of
Southern California. 

Frank P. Greinke is president
of SC Fuels, the first company
from the United States to do
business in the Republic of
Georgia. Upon becoming
President, Frank has increased the

Rick Muth Honored at University’s 
12th Annual Front and Center Gala

Rick Muth, president of Orco Block, is the recipient of this year’s Orange County Titan Award. This
prestigious award is presented annually to an individual who has made a positive difference in Orange
County. Muth was honored at this year’s gala for his dedication to the continued growth of the College,
helping to power the county’s economy and commitment to supporting local philanthropic
organizations. 

As a founding member of the College’s Family Business Council, he has helped more than 500 Orange County family-owned
businesses beat the odds! Muth donated $500,000 to the College to establish an endowment for the Rick Muth Family Chair
in Family Business. This generous gift will enable the Council to recruit a professor in family business, and ensures that the
Council and its goals to support family businesses will continue into the future. 

Muth’s major career success is the family-owned business he joined in 1975, established by his father 60 years ago. Today,
Orco Block Company is one of the nation’s top-10 concrete block manufacturers, producing more than 500 stock items and
maintaining an ongoing emphasis on product research and development, quality control testing and supporting technical
studies. 

Besides the success of Orco Block Company, Muth keeps busy in the local community. In 2003, Muth was honored as the
California Small Business Person of the Year; has served as president of the Concrete Masonry Association of California and
Nevada; and in 1995 chaired the National Concrete Masonry Association. 

(L-R) Scott O’Brien ’77, President,
Armor Holdings Products Group;
Debra Luther, ’80, President,
Exceptional Restaurant Company;
and Frank Greinke, President, SC
Fuels. 

Salute to Business Leaders
Each year, the College of Business and Economics holds its “Salute to Business Leaders,” during which the College honors its most
successful alumni and business friends by inviting chief executives to campus to spend time with students, faculty and
administrators. This year’s Honorees included:
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annual revenue from $50 million to $1 billion in revenue
today. Professional affiliations and community involvement
include being director of the Society of Independent Gasoline
Marketers of America, past Director of the California
Independent Oil Marketers Association, Chairman of the
Southern California Chapter of Young Presidents
Organization, Director of The New Majority Committee,
Finance Chairman of the Orange County Republican Party,
Advisory Board Member for Solis Capital Partners LLC, and
board member of the Bank of Hemet and Pacific Ethanol, Inc.

The three Honorees began their day by visiting classrooms
and sharing their knowledge and expertise with students.
Following their classroom visits, the honorees were
recognized in an awards ceremony and photo shoot,
followed by a luncheon in Cal State Fullerton’s Spanish,
hacienda-style Golleher Alumni House. This intimate
luncheon was an opportunity for Anil Puri and the Chairs of
the College’s Academic Departments to honor and
appreciate these distinguished guests for their successful
careers and community accomplishments. 

9

Vincent Piarulli ’92 (International Business) – Recently transferred from
Mercedes Benz to Maserati North America in New Jersey to become the
new product manager. Vincent heads the marketing of their car lines.
E-mail Vincent at vpiarulli@maseratiusa.com.

Anthony Valentino ’04 (Information Systems & Decision Sciences) -
Anthony is the senior consultant at Hitachi Consulting in Orange, a
global business and IT consulting firm.  E-mail Anthony at
avalentino@hitachiconsulting.com.

Bonificia Nguyen ’05 (Management) – Bonificia is currently working
as the director of inside sales for Balboa Capitol. E-mail Bonificia at
bonipn@balboacapital.com.

Matt Smyth ’89 (Management) – Matt started his own company, 74
Motorsports, in 2003. His company now has 43 employees and annual
sales of over $11 million. Email Matt at msmyth@74moto.com or visit
www.74moto.com.

John Roth ’69 (Economics), ’72 (MBA) – Serving since 1992, John is in
his third term as commission chairman of the Riverside County Planning
Commission.  After 30 years of service at Boeing, John retired in1999
as an engineering manager.  We are proud that John’s family is in its
third generation at Cal State Fullerton: daughter Rachel Roth-
Dominguez, ’97, Finance; granddaughter Marissa, ’06, Liberal Studies;
and grandson Brendan, currently enrolled in Political Science, planning
to graduate in 2009.   

Robert Evans ’86 (Accounting) – Robert is currently a senior G/L
analyst at CKE Restaurants. In September, Robert and his wife, Patricia
celebrated their birth of his daughter Tiffany.

K. Lyle Hugenberger ’94 (Marketing) - Lyle is the director of business
for the University of Hawaii at the Maui High Performance Computing
Center. E-mail Lyle at hugenberger@aol.com.

Emily Herbert, ’05 (Accounting) - Emily moved to Florida last year to
take a job at Melbourne Greyhound Park as an internal auditor. 

Bradley Etter ’90 (Finance) - Bradley continued his education and
received a law degree from Chapman, and now owns his own law firm.
You can reach Bradley at Brad@etterlaw.com.

Viki Andrews ’02 (Marketing) - Viki is an associate broker/realtor for
John L. Scott in Redmond, Washington. Each year she has realized
success: 2003, Outstanding Rookie; 2004/05, “Emerald” status for
sales achievement; 2005, Accredited Buyer Representative; and 2006
earned her Associate Broker license.

Edwin Minch ’96 (Management) - Edwin is the principal/president at
John Minch and Associates, Inc. E-mail Edwin at eminch@cox.net.

Pierre Lam ’99 (Finance) - Pierre is a senior accountant at Clippinger
Investment Properties in Laguna Niguel, CA. His interests include
football and basketball. 

ALUMNI
update

DEAN’S ADVISORY BOARD RECEPTION

Thank you to Bob Pack, founder and CEO of Stonefield
Development, for hosting a special reception that
showcased the Villa della Campo estate and highlighted our
new Steven G. Mihaylo Hall.  Villa della Campo, a 14,000
square foot estate situated on a six-acre knoll in Coto de
Caza built by Bob Pack, was a beautiful environment for
guests to mingle and learn the specific details about the
estate and the College's new building.

Continued on page 12

Anil Puri, Nancy Taylor, Bob Taylor '67, '73 and Steve Mihaylo '69
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Alumnus 
James D. Woods ’67

RECEIVES HONORARY DOCTORATE AND GIVES
CREDIT TO COLLEGE FOR HIS SUCCESS

At the College’s spring commencement ceremony, Jim Woods,
‘67 gave more than 8,700 graduates four pieces of advice on
how to be successful as they face the real world: “Do the job
you have well, and the next one will be an even better job.
Establish a culture of honesty and integrity and do not be afraid
to take a risk. If you always play the middle ground, there is a
good chance you will perform at an average level. And, lastly,
spend the organization’s money as if it were your own.”

As retired chairman emeritus of Baker Hughes and College
alumnus, Woods received a Doctor of Humane Letters (L.H.D.)
from the University at the Spring 2006 ceremony. Nominated for
the honor by Dean Anil Puri, the honorary doctorate was
awarded jointly by the campus and the California State
University, recognizing excellence and extraordinary
achievement in significant areas of human endeavors. 

Woods credits both the College and the managers throughout
his career who had confidence in him and provided the
opportunities he needed to succeed. “My career wouldn’t have
been possible without the CSU system. It paved the way. I am
truly indebted,” he says. He enrolled at Cal State Fullerton in
1960, while working at Baker International and graduated in
1967 with a B.A. in Business Administration. He became
president, chief operating officer and director in 1985. Today,
the market capitalization of Baker Hughes is approximately $28
billion. After 41 years of service, Woods retired from the
company and was given the title chairman emeritus. 

Woods sits on the Dean’s Advisory Board, is a President’s
Associate and a cabinet member for the $20 million Campaign
for the College. 

A major contributor to Titan athletics, as well as to several youth
athletic programs, Woods has served as president of the Titan
Athletic Foundation and campaign co-chair for the Titan Sports
Complex. In 1980, the University’s Alumni Association honored
him with a Distinguished Alumni Award, and he was recognized
anew at the University’s 2000 Vision & Visionaries gala. 

Woods also made his mark in the community’s nonprofit
sector as a former trustee of the National Boys & Girls Club
of America and is a recipient of their prestigious Herbert
Hoover Humanitarian Award. As past chairman of the
Greater Houston YMCA, Woods received the prestigious
David Allen award. He also served on the board of directors
of the Memorial Hermann Healthcare System and the
Stehlin Foundation for Cancer Research. About his
philanthropy, he says, “I am a great believer that those of us
who have been blessed need to be great supporters of those
who have not.” 

“IF YOU DON’T HELP, YOU HAVE TO
ASK YOURSELF, ‘WHO WILL?’”

T H E  “ T E N ”  N E E D S  Y O U . . .

Titan Entrepreneurs Network, directed by Michael Ames, was launched in 2001 by MBA students
at the College who wanted to contribute to the enhancement of entrepreneurship education.
The TEN is dedicated to enhancing Titan Entrepreneurship through education and research. The
concentration in Entrepreneurship for Business Management started in 2002. In addition, each
year one deserving student is presented the Entrepreneurship Program Scholarship presented by
the Service Corps of Retired Executives Association (SCORE). 

As a contributing initiative to the study of entrepreneurship, the TEN provides funds and coaching
assistance to current students and alumni to formulate business ideas, launch and successfully run
businesses. Despite being a non-profit entity relying initially on donations and fundraising
activities to fund its operations, the TEN aims to ultimately be self-sufficient. 

For more information and to join the TEN visit titanentrepreneursnetwork.com.

CBE x H O N O R I N G  O U T S T A N D I N G  A L U M N I

CBE_Mag_Spring07.qxd  4/10/07  2:07 PM  Page 10

               



11

Alumnus Receives
Prestigious Award

Franciso Valle (MBA ‘85), president of Valle Consulting and
founding leader of the National Society of Hispanic MBAs
Orange County chapter, was recently honored with the Merrill
Lynch Global Leadership in Diversity Award. He was selected
from a distinctive group of nominees for his successful
initiatives in demonstrating the value of diversity  in the
surrounding business community, educational institutions and
non-profit organizations. “I am highly honored to be selected
for this award,” says Valle, who was also lauded by Merrill
Lynch for his role in the Inner City 100 Program, which
recognizes the fastest growing urban companies creating jobs.

Francisco Valle ’85 accepting the Merrill Lynch Global Leadership in
Diversity Award.

Francisco had a busy year. He organized a successful
conference with the Institute of America, which focused on
how to sell goods to Hispanics in the United States, and
Forbes magazine selected the book he co-authored, How to
Win the Hispanic Gold Rush: Critical Cultural Demographic,
Marketing and Motivational Factors, for their book club. 

To give back to the College, he established the Francisco Valle
Scholarship Award, more than 12 years ago, annually
presenting $1,000 to outstanding business students who are
members of the Latino Business Students Association. 

Lambda Sigma chapter of
Delta Sigma Pi Professional
Fraternity Takes it All

Last year, student members of the College’s Lambda Sigma
chapter of Delta Sigma Pi (DSP) rolled up their sleeves at the
local blood drive, raised funds for Working Wardrobe for
Women, trekked the 5K Lupus Walk and served up meals at
a local soup kitchen. Participation in these and other
community service activities earned them the R. Nelson
Mitchell Outstanding Collegiate Chapter Award for the
second consecutive year at the DSP national conference, held
in Phoenix, Arizona. 

The top honor is presented annually to the collegiate chapter
that promotes the aims and ideals of DSP through their local
activities and actions. Judges consider professional activities,
recruiting and pledge programs, community/university service
and involvement, fundraising, alumni relations, scholarship
and involvement with the national fraternity. 

“My goal is to provide everything needed to help the chapter
achieve its academic goal, whether it is helping students raise
their G.P.A.s or gaining a better understanding of required
concepts,” states Kathy Nguyen, vice president of
scholarships and awards.

DSP is a co-ed professional business fraternity, and Cal State
Fullerton’s chapter also received the Outstanding Alumni
Relations Award for a Collegiate Chapter reflecting their
outreach to alumni in their overall operations. Alumni are
invited to events to advise current members and share how
DSP helped them reach success after graduation. 

The Lambda Sigma chapter also received Honor Roll status, by
exceeding the organization’s basic expectations for a
satisfactorily performing chapter. Members worked together
to plan events in recruitment, membership, finance and
leadership development and were recognized for exceeding
the requirements in this category.

Our students were also recognized as the Western Provincial
winner in the Outstanding Scholastic Development for a
Collegiate Chapter and as a Pacific Coast Regional winner in
the Outstanding Service for a Collegiate Chapter. This award
is given to the chapter that demonstrates that collegiate
brothers are able to achieve their academic goals through
attendance at academic programs and workshops. Success
here has been shown through the high grades of members,
attendance at internship workshops and study sessions
during finals week.
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1st place winners from Deloitte & Touche, left to right: Greg Waller
’72, ’78; Carl Fink; Eric Openshaw ’77; Adam Openshaw

1st Deloitte & Touche: Greg Waller ’72, ’78; Carl Fink;
Eric Openshaw ’77; Adam Openshaw

2nd Mimi’s Café: Tom Patterson; Darren Patterson; Rich
Rivera; Jimmy Taylor

3rd Don Miguel Mexican Foods: Steve Charton ’71; Rick
Herrera; Rocky Laverty; John Passanisi

12

Pictured celebrating the evening at the Dean’s Advisory Board reception are Linn Mihaylo ’01,
The Christane Company, and Bala Balkrishna ’78, Commercial Bank of California. 

John Summerfield, Cascade Pump Company and Mike Trueblood, Family Business Council
Director, enjoy each other’s company while sampling foods from the beautiful buffet.

RECEPTION SHOWCASING VILLA DELLA CAMPO (continued from page 9)

Thank you to the sponsors and volunteers who make each
year a success:

Dinner Sponsor: Disneyland Resort 

Tournament Sponsors: Client Advocate Network, Don Miguel
Mexican Foods, Emulex, Helpmates Staffing Services, mUrgent,
Sybron Dental Specialties, Turner Construction 

Shirt and Hat Sponsors: Metropolitan West Capital Management,
The Pension Group, Wood Gutmann & Bogart Insurance Brokers 

Titan Sponsors: Deloitte•, Fullerton Community Bank, KPMG,
Mellon, Moss Adams, Southern Counties Lubricants, Wertz &
Company, Wood Gutmann & Bogart Insurance Brokers

Printing Sponsor: Lubreco Printing

Planning Committee: Dennis Ciolli ’76, Palace Entertainment;
Richard Becktel ’77, Southern Counties Lubricants; Boris Bugarski
’97, mUrgent; Jim Gutmann ’80, Wood Gutmann & Bogart Insurance
Brokers; Bob Hoertz, Amoco (Ret.); Daniel Huckabay ’03, Commercial
Surety Bond Agency; Guy Knuf ’87, Anderson & Knuf; Tom Patterson,
Mimi’s Café; Geoffrey Payne, Esq. ’80, Tahiti Partners Real Estate
Development; Tom Raguse ’80, ’87, Liberty Capital Management;
Chip Rathmell ’86, Morgan Stanley; Peter Stephan ’78, The Pension
Group; and Jim Stephen, Mellon Financial

The 2006 tournament was held at Mesa Verde Country
Club in Costa Mesa and was such a popular venue that
we’re returning again to Mesa Verde on June 11, 2007. 

JOIN US FOR THE 2007 GOLF TOURNAMENT
JUNE 11, 2007

MESA VERDE COUNTRY CLUB, COSTA MESA

For a brochure, contact Alice Rodriguez at 714.278.4229 or email
arodriguez@fullerton.edu

Who were the big winners of the 2006 Dean’s Golf Classic?

CBE x E V E N T S  A N D  C E L E B R A T I O N S
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On December 18, 2006 the College of Business
and Economics celebrated the topping off of
its new Steven G. Mihaylo Hall. Following a
time-honored construction tradition, the
College and Turner Construction hosted a
luncheon for the construction workers,
faculty, staff and guests around the
fountain west of the construction site.
Donors, campus members and construction
workers signed the final steel beam before it
was placed on the west side of the structure.

Prior to the Mihaylo Hall Topping Off
Ceremony, the College of Business and

Economics held a ceremonial unveiling of
a street sign for Emulex Chairman Paul
Folino. In honor of his leadership gift, the
California State University Board of
Trustees and the University approved the
naming of the road adjacent to Mihaylo
Hall, Folino Drive. 

Mihaylo Hall TOPPING OFF ceremony

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

A. It was a proud moment for Cal State
Fullerton officials and supporters of the
College of Business and Economics, as
Turner Construction prepared to hoist the
final steel beam onto Mihaylo Hall. Pictured
are, from left, Paul and Daranne Folino,
Steven and Kimberly Mihaylo, University
President Milton A. Gordon, James Woods
and College of Business and Economics
Dean Anil Puri.

B. The final steel beam is raised. When
completed, the five-story, 195,000-square-
foot building will feature a number of
elements designed for energy efficiency.

C. Leaders of the Center for Insurance Studies
celebrating the Topping Off Ceremony
include (l-r) Frank Robitaille, Weili Lu and
Jim Gutmann.

D. Celebrating the opening of Folino Drive are
(l-r) Anil Puri, Paul Folino, Daranne Folino
and Milton A. Gordon, University President.
Mihaylo Hall, featured in the background,
will stand at the corner of Folino Drive and
Nutwood Avenue.

E. Standing in front of the steel frame for
Steven G. Mihaylo Hall is the College’s Spring
2007 Business Inter-club Council Executive
Board. Pictured from left to right: Jimmy
Villafuerte (VP of Campus Relations), Aimee
Dice (VP of Corporate Relations), Stephanie
Cuellar (VP of Finance), Elise Lopez (VP of
Programs), Teddy Bourgeois (President),
Taryn Moore (VP of Administration), Martin
Wing (Executive VP).

F. Close-up of signed steel beam.
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CBE x C O L L E G E  O F  B U S I N E S S  A N D  E C O N O M I C S

BRIDGING THEORY WITH PRACTICE…
AN INTERCOLLEGIATE PROJECT WITH TARGET

Kathy Brzovic, College of Business and Economics, and
Irene Matz, College of Communications, linked their
Advanced Business Communication and Professional
and Business Communication classes to create a learning
community that engaged students from both Colleges
in partnership with Target, a Fortune 500 company.
Target went all out to make this opportunity
worthwhile. Student teams did their best work to
develop creative and actionable recruitment campaigns
and presented their ideas to faculty, administrators and
Target vice presidents. At a celebratory banquet, gift
certificates were awarded to each group member.

Breta Hedges, Lecturer, Business
Communication; Rick Rayson, Managing
Partner, Orange County Practice, Deloitte &
Touche; and Mark Stohs, Associate Dean

Mark Stohs; Greg Emmer ’71, Senior Vice
President, Resort Operations, Disneyland
Resort; and Dean Anil Puri

Breta Hedges, Lecturer, Business
Communication; Tom Gast ’71, President and
Partner, De Rito Partners; and Mark Stohs

Professorfor a Day

Reaching its 10th year milestone, the Professor for a Day event welcomed distinguished alumni and business friends to help
students connect theory to practice. Students soaked in the knowledge and stories shared by executives. It was also a bit of
a homecoming for many of our guests. “It’s gratifying to see alumni make connections once again. The students and faculty
benefit from the real world stories and friendships among alumni are often rekindled during this event,” said Associate Dean
Mark Stohs.

Along with many of our students, April Ueland, Target Campus
Representative, is pictured second to the left at the College’s
recent Business Week job fair.

Sharing their wisdom and serving to inspire
students at the Fall ’06 Dean’s Honors
Reception are (center) College alumni
Annettee Feliciani ’80, President of AEF
Systems Consulting, and husband Brian
Fitzpatrick ’78, President of Hilb, Rogal &
Hobbs. Left to right are Management Chair
Ellen Dumond; Dean Anil Puri; and Associate
Deans Mark Stohs and Joni Norby.

DEAN’SHonors RECEPTION
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Name: Title:

Concentration /Degree: Year Graduated: 

Home Address: 

Business Name:

Business Address: 

Work Phone: Home Phone:

Email: Web address: 

Interests /Hobbies: 

Business or personal news: 

#
Let us
know!

Please help us stay current on
our alumni.

Send your update to: Office of the
Dean, College of Business and
Economics, Cal State Fullerton, 

P.O. Box 6848, Fullerton, CA 
92834-6848, or visit

http://business.fullerton.edu.let_us_kn
ow.htm or fax (714) 278-7101 

Adam Hattan ’97
Alfred Bottalico ’77
Alfredo Sanchez ’92
Andrew Edwards ’01
Andrew Espinosa ’91
Andrew Risteen ’04
Anthony Grande ’72
Antonio Vasquez ’67
Asma Farukhi ’05
Barbara Saito (Friend)
Bimal Patel ’90
Brian Gray ’81
Brian Hunziker ’67
Brian Iavicoli ’06
Bruce Johnson ’89
Bruce Moock ’82
Carlos Adame ’88
Carol Brigham ’05
Carolyn Frate ’89
Catherine Richert ’82
Chad Ninh ’02
Chao Wang ’90
Charles White ’04
Christine Campbell ’92
Christine Wong ’88
Craig Hardy ’72
Daniel Adair ’03
Daniel Lupini ’05  
Daven Voorhies ’74
David Armbruster ’80
David Ingersoll ’91
David Lawrence ’77
David Padilla ’01
Derek von Hartmann ’84
Diane Imoto ’82
Dick Russell ’84

Dilys Chung ’83
Don Volpe ’77
Donald Fisher ’72
Donald Giancursio ’82
Donna Mortensen ’03
Elizabeth Ishihara ’02
Ethel Descak, In Memory

of Michael Descak ’76
Forest Melton ’76
Forrest Pendleton ’75
Frank Aylesworth ’71
Gary Brouwer ’88
George Pardon ’79, ’86
Gerald Schnabl ’71
Ginger Edmunds ’80
Gloria Gandara ’68
Hajime Aoki ’93
Harvey Rosenthal ’80
Helen Geiger ’87
Hieu Lam ’06
Howard Boydstun ’67
Imelda Arzola ’04
Ivy Tsui ’98
Jack Fitzgerald ’05
Jack Theibert ’71
James Allen ’94
James Davis ’71, ’72
James Kaplan ’84
James Kocos ’64
James Rath ’78
James Stull ’83
James Wilczek ’95
Jane Rice ’79
Jay Keller ’04
Jean Koyama ’95
Jeannette Doney ’85

Jennifer Connell ’97
Jennifer Turner ’90
Jesse Gomez ’73
Jill Magallanes ’75
Joanna Reina ’01
John Canela ’03
John Kerr ’78
John Morgan ’74
John Rasmussen ’78
Joseph Lopresti, Jr. ’77
Judith Martin ’78
Julio Jimenez ’02
Karen Ybarra (Friend)
Katherine (’99) and Jeffrey

Green
Kenneth Nero ’65
Lanette Bowitz ’82
Larry Leaman ’71
Lee Koerner ’80
Leh-Liang Hou ’93, ’95
Marcia Clark ’89
Margaret Buzlea ’93
Maria Gil ’02
Marie Jeanette Callas ’83  
Maritza Reyna ’04
Mark Bellegia ’94
Mark Krikorian ’79
Mark O'Bryan ’74
Mary (’80) and Michael

Curtius
Mary (’81) and Kenneth

(’79, ’81) Stone
Mary Ann Scanlon ’80  
Mary Emerald Harris ’99
Mary Sandoval ’78
Maryellen Keating ’78

Matthew Henderson ’70
Michael Berezin ’04
Michael Berny ’76
Michael Groff ’78
Michael Ludin ’75
Michael McGinn ’02
Michael Moore ‘75
Michael Studebaker ’71
Michelle Agril (Friend)
Michelle Loomis ’89
Mike Figueroa Jr. ’95
Mike Groff ’97
Mike McHenry ’86
Myron Rheaume ’67
Namhuong Thi Nguyen ’04
Neil Stenton ’64
Pamela (’71) and Kenneth

(’72) Kirin
Patrick Doucette ’83
Patrick Thomas ’78
Paul Everett ’78
Paul Stevens ’83
Pauline Chang ’97
Peggy (’85) and David

Deutch
Peggy Hannawell ’74
Phillip Le ’04
Phillip Whitman ’86
Pierre Koshay ’81
R. Lynn King-Tolliver ’91  
Randy Lesage ’83
Richard Adams ’69
Richard Ambrose ’82
Richard Hedrick ’85
Richard Tkach ’83
Rick DePaul ’75

Robert Dickson ’96
Robert Franco ’71
Robert Hopkins ‘94
Robert Howell ’75
Robert Lacy ’73
Robert Taylor ‘88
Ronald Kiser 89
Ruth Shiota ’69
Sanat Bhindi ’00
Sandra Rempalski ’88
Saowanee

Sirinopwongsagon ’97
Saysavath Vilaylak ’89
Scott Coler ’85
Scott O'Brien ’77
Sean Gerold ’92
Sharon Barrett ’77
Stephen Lupini ’04
Steven Varela ’04
Stuart Silverman ’74
Sue Martin ‘79
Terrie Claypool 
Thomas Duff ’65
Timothy Holland ’78
Tyah Sue Peterson
Tyrone Davoodian ’06
Valarie Harris ’88
Victor Guerrero ’00
Vince Piarulli ’93
Wayne Foss ’72
William Anderson ’67
William Child ’71
William Franklin ’77
William Van Buskirk ’83
Yishin Hopkins

Thank you! Dean Puri and the students and faculty of the College of Business and Economics

extend their deepest appreciation to alumni and friends who generously offered support in the areas of scholarships and

student tutoring. Thank you to the people listed below whose assistance has been invaluable over the past few months in

helping to carry on our tradition of academic excellence.
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upcoming

EVENTS
May 20 Commencement Ceremony, College of Business

and Economics
Lawn North of Titan Gymnasium, Cal State Fullerton

June 11 Dean’s Summer Golf Classic
Mesa Verde County Club
Contact Alice Rodriguez at 714-278-4229 or 
Email:  arodriguez@fullerton.edu

Oct. 22 13th Annual Economic Forecast Conference
7:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Anil Puri presents analyses of local and national economies
and their impact on Orange County’s business. Breakfast
included.
Hyatt Regency Irvine
Corporate Tables and all levels of sponsorships available
Contact Ginny Pace at 714-278-2566 or email
gpace@fullerton.edu

Nov.1 Family Owned Business Awards Luncheon
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Hyatt Regency Irvine
Nominations:  (714)278-4182 or rbretzing@fullerton.edu

2007

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS

On the second Monday of each month in 2007, look on
page 3 of the Orange County Business Journal for
features on the College of Business and Economics!

Visit us at
www.business.fullerton.edu
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