Master of Science in Accountancy (MSA)

Q1: How long does it take to complete the MSA program? 
A1: For applicants who have an undergraduate degree in Accounting, the program can be completed in as little as one calendar year. For other applicants, it can take about two and a half calendar years to finish the program. 
Q2: What is special about the MSA program at Cal State Fullerton? 
A2: The Department of Accounting’s MSA program has a solid reputation in Orange County and all of Southern California. Our graduates benefit from our excellent relationships with accounting and business firms in the region.  We hire faculty from top Ph.D. programs nationwide and our faculty engage in cutting edge research and teaching. 
Our MSA program has a strong focus on technology, data analytics, blending theory with real-world knowledge. Teaching methods include the use of case studies, and team teaching by academic faculty with professionals. MSA students can choose between two tracks: an audit track for those interested in pursuing a public accounting career, and a managerial track for those interested in pursuing an accounting job in industry. 
Q3. What are the potential placements for MSA graduates? 
A3: Our graduates are highly sought after by firms in Orange County, Southern California, other regions in the US and overseas.  Accounting firms, from Big Four to national, regional and local, hire our graduates. Some accounting firms in Orange County have more than 50% of their workforce consist of our graduates. 
Q4. How do students select their classes, especially if they have little knowledge about the  field of accounting? 
A4: Once admitted, students discuss their study plan with the Graduate Office advisors as well as the MSA Director. Most students who have an accounting degree take in their first semester, the professional writing class and the accounting theory class. Students who do not have an accounting degree must complete the prerequisite undergraduate accounting classes in their first year. 
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